
 

Whitsunday Islands ~ 6 Day Adventure  
 
Area Overview ~  
The tropical Whitsunday Islands are arguably the best paddling, sailing and diving waters found anywhere in Australia, and rival 
the best in the world. The 74 islands that make up this spectacular group are located approximately 450 km north of the Tropic of 
Capricorn and less than 1200 km north of Brisbane. 
 
The Whitsunday region has a well documented history of the Aboriginal inhabitants, early explorers and pioneers. There are many 
locations on the islands that mark the former campsites used by the local Ngaro people that inhabited the islands and coastal 
mainland. These sites are represented by shell middens, native fish traps and petroglyphs (cave paintings). 
 
The islands and reefs provide homes for numerous manta rays, loggerhead and green turtles, dolphins and reef fish. Often these 
animals are viewed within a few feet of our sea kayaks. The islands' colourful fringing coral reefs are pulsating with marine life 
and are one of the feature attractions along with the common sight of sheltered crisp white sandy beaches.  
This area is truly a pleasure to paddle and explore.  
 
The islands themselves represent the top of two submerged mountain ranges cut off from the mainland by past geological events 
and separated by a large channel of water known as the 'Whitsunday Passage'.  
 
They are called ‘continental islands’ because they are composed of the same rock and have generally the same flora and fauna as 
the adjacent mainland. 
 
The time of year that we operate in this area provides us the opportunity to view the annual Humpback whale migration. These 
magnificent creatures, well known for their delightful songs and playful antics come to the Whitsunday’s to give birth and mate in 
the warmer waters. We have the chance of seeing these beautiful creatures as we paddle from island to island. 
 
Snorkeling, fishing, scuba diving, beach combing, swimming and hiking are some of the activities that are enjoyed on a daily 
basis. We follow the coasts of Whitsunday Island, which allows us to explore and venture into some amazing and truly unique 
locations. The kayaks allow us to access and camp at many isolated beaches. Stargazing in the evenings after a day on the water, 
a great meal and sunset, is an excellent way to wrap up a memorable day. 
 
The Aussie Sea Kayak Company was one of the pioneers of commercial Sea Kayaking in Whitsunday’s Marine Park and has 
extended its tour selection to include this memorable experience. We can offer you more insight, knowledge and professional 
experience on all our tours in the Whitsunday’s region. 
 
 
The Whitsunday Islands Adventure offers a truly unique and memorable experience for people of all paddling capabilities and 
interests. 



 

Proposed Itinerary ~  
The following itinerary should be seen as an approximate guide only. Please note that weather conditions can cause alterations 
and delays to our itinerary. 
 
The Whitsunday Island adventure has us exploring the central section and largest island in the group of 74 isles. Visiting sites 
such as the beautiful Whitehaven Beach and Hill Inlet gives us a true sense of the magic that is the Whitsunday’s.  
 
 
Day 1, We meet at Shute Harbor and get the barge over to Whitehaven beach.  This saves us paddling onto the trade winds and 
lets us enjoy one of the most beautiful beaches in the world.  We spend time in the local area familiarizing ourselves with the 
kayaks and our campsite.  Whitehaven Beach is one of the most photographed beaches in the world! It’s easy to see why when 
you first set eyes on this magnificent stretch of brilliant white sand. A day of leisure to snorkel some of the most spectacular 
fringing reef systems found among the islands and great opportunity of seeing, Giant Manta Ray’s and dozens of smaller marine 
species over the coral reefs.  The reef is just a short swim from the beach in front of our. 
 
 
Day 2, we pack a picnic and paddle over to the Hazelwood Group of islands.  It is not a long paddle and we spend the day on 
deserted beach only accessible to small craft.  After a relaxing day snorkelling, beach combing or reading that book you have 
wanted to ages we head back to Whitehaven to watch the sun set over the bay and Whitsunday Island. 
 
Day 3, We endeavour to paddle the eastern stretch of Whitsunday Island, stopping at Hill Inlet and taking the Tongue Pt 
boardwalk up to Hill Inlet lookout. This lookout offers great views of the surrounding islands and spectacular photo opportunities.  
After our walk we continue north to Peter Bay.  Our campsite is at the end of the bay.  As we paddle in  
 
Day 4, We paddle on toward the northern tip for lunch and then onto the famous Sawmill beach or Dugong beach for camp that 
evening. This is a larger paddling day but is absolutely spectacular and extremely rewarding!! 
 
Day 5, We catch the outgoing tide and current over to South Molle Island across the passage and in to our 5th nights camp at 
Paddle Bay. This campsite features excellent walking tracks that let you explore around the island with prominent lookouts along 
the way.  After out walk we can enjo a hot shower and cold beer or wine at South Molle Resort.  This is our last night’s camp; you 
will wish it would never end! 
 
Day 6, The previous days paddling leaves us only a short paddle between Daydream and South Molle Island’s before crossing the 
Molle Channel to take us back to our departure point, we arrive back into the protection of Shute Harbor where the tour will 
conclude. We arrive back at approximately 11am on the last day.  
 
All tours are dependant to an extent on the weather & tide conditions present at the time of the tour. We endeavor to plan our 
route and campsites and to take advantage of these variables to ensure that we make you’re paddling experience easier and 
more enjoyable. 
 
All our trip plans can and will be modified before and during the tour to make use of the local weather conditions.  
 
The maximum period you will spend in the kayaks at anyone time will be 1.5 - 2 hours.  
Our paddling days will be approximately 3 - 4 hours in duration. 
  

Suggested Reading Material ~ 

An excellent  background briefing of the Whitsunday Islands can be  
obtained by reading the" Bible" of the region, "100 Magic Miles" by David Colfelt  
or from "The Whitsundays Book" by the same author. Both are by Windward 
Publications Pty Ltd. 
 
Extensive information relating the local flora and fauna is also available 
from the Queensland Department of Environment and the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park Authority. 
 

Tour Cost ~  
$1490 per person, 6 days / 5 nights. 
 

Getting There ~ 
 
We ask that all group members arrive at least one nights prior to the tour starting date where possible. 
 
We have a meeting at the Whitsunday’s Sailing Club the day before the trip departure at 3:00pm and 
require all group members to attend. 
 



This gives us the opportunity to meet the other group members and you guides, finalize any details and ask any questions you 
may have, go over trip logistics and the equipment. 
 
We structure this meeting so all group members are prepared and well briefed the afternoon before our departure preparing us to 
head off early the next day. 
 
This is a great opportunity for everyone to meet one another, relax and enjoy the surrounds as well. 
 
Airlie Beach will be our rendezvous point for all our Whitsunday Island tours. With our tour departure point being Shute Boat 
Harbor (details will be given during you trip briefing the day before departure). 
 
Airlie Beach has developed into one of Queensland's main tourist destinations, where people visit from all over the world and 
Australia to enjoy scuba diving, sea kayaking and sailing along with a host of other water sport activities. 
 
The mainland and Whitsunday islands boast many of Australia's finest resorts and accommodations that vary in style and comfort 
from the very plush to the basic amenities, i.e.; campgrounds and backpackers. 
 
Airlines fly daily to both Hamilton Island and Proserpine airports. If flying into Hamilton Island there are regular water taxi 
services that connect with incoming flights, and transfer you to the mainland port of Shute Harbor.  
 
From Shute Harbor, there are connecting coaches and taxi services for the 10 km drive into Airlie Beach. Proserpine airport is 
situated 30km from Airlie Beach, and once again there are airport shuttle and coach services that transfer you into town. 
 
Group members are responsible for getting themselves to and from Airlie Beach before and after the tour.  
 
Please contact the Whitsunday Booking Office for any other accommodation tour or destination enquiries. 
Please call 1800 801 252 / Email: info@whitsundayinformation.com.au  
 
Aussie Sea Kayak Company’s Preferred Accommodation ~ 
 
The Organic Bed + Breakfast Airlie Beach 
 
Lots of great package deals to choose from, the best food in Airlie, fantastic location (walking Distance to town), friendly hosts. 
PS: The full body massages are to die for after a few days on the water!   
 
Please call +61 (07) 49467151 and ask for John Sergeant (Manager). 
 
Let them know you are booking through the Aussie Sea Kayak Company and you will receive a great deal.  
 
Airlie Beach is a great place to spend a couple of days after the tour as well. 
 

How to travel to Airlie Beach ~ 
 
This is one of our most frequently asked questions; we have included this information as a guide to assist you with your transport 
arrangements. 
 
Air 
Given the travel distances in Australia, the quickest and easiest method is to fly. 
 
The closest major airport is Proserpine Airport, about 20 kms inland, and 30 kms from Airlie Beach, there is also an airport 
actually in the Whitsunday Islands, Hamilton Island Airport, which does offer daily direct flights from Cairns, Brisbane, Sydney 
and Melbourne, via Sydney. There is also a very busy, light plane airport on the coast five kilometres from Airlie Beach.  
 
Bus services meet each flight into Proserpine Airport (about $16 p/p), or for enough people, a taxi can be as cheap at about $50 
total for 4 people.  
 
A Water taxi services Hamilton Island Airport you can get a Fanta Sea Blue Ferry to Shute Harbour (our Departure point) for a 
nominal fee and then bus or taxi to Airlie Beach. They depart from the resort side of the island, so you have a considerable 
distance to move your luggage (look for electric golf carts).  
 
Another possibility is a light plane trip or helicopter to Whitsunday Airport, a light plane grass strip about five kilometres from 
Airlie Beach. 
 
The airport at Mackay, population over 100,000, has much more frequent flights, but it is 150 kilometres away. The bus south is 
time consuming but reasonably priced.  
 
Bus and Coach 
Northbound from Brisbane and southbound from Cairns, McCafferty's have several services through Airlie Beach.  
Please phone McCafferty's on +61 131499 for the latest schedule.  
 



Greyhound has several daily services northbound from Brisbane stopping at Airlie Beach, and southbound from Cairns. Please 
phone Greyhound on +61 132030 or check their web site on www.greyhound.com.au  
 
Premier Motor Service have a Brisbane run north arriving in Airlie in the morning. South from Cairns arriving Airlie late  
afternoon.  
Please phone Premier on +61 133410  
 
Local Buses 
There is an excellent and frequent local bus service by Whitsunday Transit, covering the port at Shute Harbour, the railway in 
Proserpine, the town, and Proserpine airport.  
Please phone +61 7 4946 1800. Timetables are available at most resorts and around the town.  
 
Local buses meet all flights and all trains.  
 
Local Taxis 
There is a 24 hour local taxi service of 13 taxis, with a taxi rank in the centre of Airlie, and at the Cannonvale shopping centre.  
Please phone +61 131008  
 
Hire Rental Cars 
There are a dozen car rental places in Airlie Beach, however Proserpine Airport isn't large enough to have a full time car hire place 
there. If you want to pick up a car at the airport, you need to make a booking several days before you arrive. SHR means Shute 
Harbour Road, the main street.  
 
Airlie Beach Budget Autos #16 Begley St ph +61 7 4948 0300  
Airlie Beach Car and Scooter Rentals #2 Waterson Road ph +61 7 4946 6110  
Airlie Family Store Rent A Ute #342 SHR +61 7 4946 6102  
Avis Car Hire 366 SHR Block B Shop 5A ph +61 7 4946 6318  
Cannonvale Tyre Service Ute hire ph +61 7 4946 7277  
Europcars 269 SHR ph +61 7 4946 6359  
Little Gem car rentals ph +61 7 49482527  
Hertz Rent a Car SHR and Waterson Rd ph +61 7 4946 4687  
Thrifty car hire #390 SHR  
Tropic car hire #285 SHR ph +61 7 4946 5216  
Whitsunday Freedom Machines sports cars ph +61 0438 464 260  
Whitsunday Moke and Scooter hire ph +61 7 4948 0700  
 
Drive 
If you happen to be travelling along the Bruce Highway between Brisbane and Cairns, you turn off towards the coast about a 
kilometre north of Proserpine (150 km north of Mackay, 300 km south of Townsville). The road in is about 20 km. I would not 
suggest setting out to drive this distance unless long distance car travel is a passion of yours, but lots of people do it.  
 

Bookings / Reservations ~ 
Many of our tours fill up 2 - 6 months prior to the tour departure, so we suggest you reserve your space well in advance.  
You can confirm your position on one of our adventures by completing and signing the booking application, medical and waiver 
forms (1 per participant) and returning them to our office along with the applicable payment. 
 
Mail: 
Aussie Sea Kayak Company ~ 
PO BOX 1182, Mooloolaba, Queensland , Australia, 4557 
Email ~ info@ausseakayak.com.au 
Please Phone: (07) 5452 7383 if you require any assistance. 
 

Payment ~  
The company will confirm your reservation upon receipt of a completed booking application form along with a signed and 
completed medical and waiver form (1 per participant) and the applicable full payment.  
 
No booking is confirmed without full payment. 
 
The only forms of payment accepted by the company are; valid credit card, cash, personal cheques, bank cheques, money orders 
and direct deposits (with remittance advice).  
 
Direct Deposit: 
Bank Details ~ Bendigo Bank 
Account name: Outdoor Pursuits Australia 
Acc No: 123084071 
BSB: 633 000 
Please email a remittance advice to the following email address ~ info@ausseakayak.com.au and include date of transfer, 
amount, name and reference details. 
 
All prices quoted are in Australian dollars and are inclusive of GST. Please be aware prices are subject to change without notice.  



 

Booking Cancellation Policy ~  
A significant proportion of our expenses, equipment allocation, staffing and logistics are committed and arranged well before any 
of our tour departure dates and therefore an administration service charge applies to all cancelled bookings. 
 
For notice received: 
1. More than 30 days before departure a full refund will be issued. 
 
2. between 30 & 8 days prior to departure an Aussie Sea Kayak Company will issue a Voucher equal to the full trip cost which is 

valid for 12 months and is non- transferable and non refundable. 
  
3. Within 7 days of tour departure: No voucher or refund. 
 
If it becomes necessary to cancel your trip, please notify us immediately in writing (email / Letter). Upon receipt of your written 
advice, cancellation will take effect.  
 

Cancelled Tours ~ 
Due to the nature of operating outdoors and in wilderness areas, the Aussie Sea Kayak Company reserves the right to cancel any 
tour prior to departure for any reason what so ever, including inadequate sign-up, which makes the trip economically unfeasible 
for us to operate or any logistical issues which may impede safe tour operations.   
 

Our Philosophy ~ 
Our commitment to you is to organize and operate sea kayak adventures of the highest quality. 
We wish to attract healthy, independent individuals with a sense of adventure that wish to explore new regions, waterways and 
wildlife in a friendly atmosphere. 
 
Our role is to provide you with a safe and comfortable environment in which you can relax, meet new friends and enjoy all 
aspects of the adventure. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any queries or questions, however ridiculous they may sound. We're sure we have heard 
them before! Or check our web site www.ausseakayak.com.au. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on one of our adventures soon! 
 
You’re paddling partners, 
 

Aussie Sea Kayak Company  
 
Ph: +61 (07) 5452 7383 
Mobile: 0407 049 747 

Website: www.ausseakayak.com.au 
Email: info@ausseakayak.com.au 
  
Postal Address: 
P.O. Box 1182 Mooloolaba, Queensland, Australia, 4557 
 


